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OFFICE INFORMATION 

 

    Phone Number  
(413) 532-5661 

 

    Fax Line   
(413) 532-7889 

 

Website 
www.ourladyofthecross.com 

 

Parish Office Address 
15 Maple St. 

Holyoke, MA 01040 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Thursday  
8:00 am - 1:30 pm 

PARISH STAFF 
  Pastor  
  Fr. Albert Scherer, OFM Conv. 
  pastor@ourladyofthecross.com 

 

  Parochial Vicar  
  Fr. Andrzej Brzezinski, OFM Conv. 
  pvicar@ourladyofthecross.com 
 

  Secretary  
  Linnea Williamson 
  parish@ourladyofthecross.com 

 

  Bookkeeper 
  Sr. Christine Mumbi, FMSA 
  bookkeeper@ourladyofthecross.com 

 

  Director of Religious Education 

  Dorothea MacNeil     
  dre@ourladyofthecross.com 
  (413) 244-6546 
  

  Music Director 
  Joe DiMarino               
  jdimarino@ourladyofthecross.com 
  (508) 517-2032 
 

  Mater Dolorosa Cemetery  
  Theresa Szumski 
  (413) 532-7889 

 

  Mater Dolorosa School Principal 
  Linda Rex 
  mrs.rex@materdolorosaschool.org        
  (413) 532-2831 
 

  Maintenance 
  Robert Maziarz & Mike Rodgers 
 

  Parish Child Advocate 
  Marybeth Kass          
  (413) 313-6118 
 
 

       
 
 

   
   

                 
    FRIARY            

23 Sycamore St. 
(413) 536-8832 

 

  Br. Frank Grimaldi, OFM Conv.                     
  Ext. 209 
  Fr. Stanley Sobiech, OFM Conv.        
  Ext. 212 
   Fr. Ben Fagone, OFM Conv.     
  Ext. 203 

  Fr. Albert Scherer, OFM Conv.           
  Ext. 207 

  Fr. Andrzej Brzezinski, OFM Conv.                                        
  Ext. 201 

       

MUSIC FOR WEEKEND MASSES 

(All selections found in Seasonal Missalette) 

 

Processional:  315 - O Come O Come Emmanuel 
Kyrie:   If sung, 2, page 7 
Offertory:  237 - Mary’s Song 
Holy, Holy:  People’s Mass: 152, page 157 
Acclamation B: 154 
Amen:   156 
Lamb of God:         Chant: 183, page 172 
Communion:         220 - Proclaim the Joyful Message 
Recessional:         215 - People Look East 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 
Sunday, December 24 

4:00 pm  
Midnight 

Monday, December 25 
7:30 am  

9:00 am (POLISH) 
10:30 am 

Love: Our Lady of the Cross Parish 

Friars & Staff 
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Dear Good People of Our Lady of the Cross, 
 

Shortened Advent:  Because Christmas falls on a Monday this year, our Advent season is 
cut short dramatically!  After the last Mass on Sunday, we will blow out the candles on the 
Advent wreath and store it away for next year. And then, a few hours later, we will celebrate 
the first Mass of Christmas. Even though Advent was shorter than usual, I hope it provided 
you with the opportunity to prepare for the coming of Christ. 

 

Normally Catholic churches do not begin decorating for Christmas until after the Fourth Sunday of Advent.  
This year we had to decorate early. We won’t, however, turn on the tree lights until Christmas. Many indi-
viduals were involved with decorating our church. I offer my thanks to each one of them for their time and 
efforts in making our church look so beautiful for our celebration of Christmas. As always, they did a fan-
tastic job! 
 

Dedicated Parishioner:  Many of you know our parishioner, Myra Iwanski. Recently Myra moved to Con-
necticut to live with her son, so she will no longer be a member of our parish. Myra was a faithful and dedi-
cated member of Mater Dolorosa and then Our Lady of the Cross. In recent years, Myra was a tremendous 
help at our Fall Festival ~ especially when we decided to bring back pierogi and golumbki. She also helped 
with the MD School Spaghetti Supper. Myra was a hard worker (and still is!). For me personally, Myra al-
ways brought a smile to my face because of her kind and caring disposition. At the same time, Myra was 
never bashful about telling me how she felt about something.  She will be missed. 
 

Parish Secretary:  Some of you have heard the news that Linnea, our parish secretary, has accepted a new 
job and will be leaving us. Linnea has worked in the office for the past six years and has been a valuable 
asset to Our Lady of the Cross. I am very grateful that Linnea has offered to stay on until I find a replace-
ment. So, you will continue to hear Linnea’s friendly voice for awhile when you call the parish office. 
 

Angels Everywhere:  This year, 239 angels were on our Angel Tree ~ quite a bit lower than last year. I am 
grateful to everyone who purchased gifts for the foster children in Holyoke. I know that their Christmas will 
be merry because of your generosity. I would like to thank Dorothea MacNeil for once again organizing our 
Angel Tree and her helpers, Mary Glesmann and Laura Evans. I also extend my gratitude to Bob Bober for 
delivering all of the gifts to the Department of Children and Family Services. 
 

The Big Apple:  Last Thursday our parish sponsored a bus trip to Radio City to see their Christmas Show 
with the Rockettes. Even though we experienced several delays in getting to New York City because of traffic 
and weather-related accidents, we made it to Radio City just in time! There were 38 of us who attended and 
we all enjoyed the spectacular show. I extend my sincerest thanks to Charlotte Martin who organized the 
bus trip. We can’t wait to hear what Charlotte is planning for her next trip! 
 

A Saint Among Us:  Last Sunday our parish enjoyed a visit from a very special saint. St. Nicholas appeared 
at the 10:30 Mass and told the children the origin of hanging stockings on the fireplace mantle. After Mass 
he shared a story with the children in the Hall and passed out gifts. I would like to express my thanks to 
Linnea and Fr. Andrzej for organizing this delightful event. I would also like to thank St. Nicholas for taking 
time out of his busy schedule to be with us. 
 

Thank You:  Once again I would like to thank you for the tremendous response you have shown in keeping 
your commitment to support our parish financially. Our income has increased due to your generous re-
sponse to our Increase Offertory Campaign. I realize that this has been a sacrifice for many of you. Please 
know that I am extremely grateful for your support.  Thank you very much! 
 

Peace, 
FR. ALBERT 

 

Toys For Tots Drive 
The Mater Dolorosa School Student Council Members 
organized a "Toys for Tots" drive with the Holyoke Po-
lice Department. All the unwrapped toys that were col-
lected were delivered by the Holyoke Police Depart-
ment to those children in need in the city of Holyoke. 
It has been an honor for us to be a part of this special 
cause, which has been a yearly tradition here at Mater 
Dolorosa School for the past five years.   
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Old 

This Week at Our Lady of the Cross  
December 25:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 31:   6:00 pm Wedding 

In Word & Deed 
 

Sometimes it seems odd to listen to politicians talk about family values as though no one has ever heard of 
them. People live family values every day, often heroically, helping one another achieve greatness and suc-
cess. The family value is love. It carries us through, and helps bring us together as one. It supports and af-
firms, it heals and nourishes, and it forgives and accepts. 
 

With the focus on Jesus, the role of the Holy Family can sometimes be forgotten. Joseph, as husband and 
father, protects and guides. Mary, as wife and mother, nourishes and supports. Jesus, as a son, obeys and 
grows in holiness and wisdom. Despite their unique roles in salvation history, the members of this family 
are pretty much like the rest of us: living together in faith, hope and love. 
 

The Christmas Season gives us many opportunities to express our love and appreciation for our family. 
Time spent together is so precious and we should try to include everyone, even those who over time and 
events have grown a bit distant. Pray for the grace of the Holy Family and let others know how much they 
are loved. 
         ~James Gaffney, © 2008 Karides Lic. to St. George Publishing 

                                        Mater Dolorosa School 
                                         Stop & Shop ID #05109 

Mater Dolorosa School is participating in the Stop & Shop A+ School Rewards Program, a great school fund-
raising program that runs through March 15. This is an easy way for you to help our school earn cash each 
time family members and friends shop at any Stop & Shop store. Please help our school and register your 
Stop & Shop card to our school ID # 05109. 

 

Visit https://stopandshop.com/member-benefits/. Follow the prompts to create your online account. You’ll 
need your 13 digit Stop & Shop card number and school ID #05109. If you do not know your Stop & Shop 
card number call 1-877366-2668 OPTION  #1. You must re-register our school with your Stop & Shop card. 
IT DOES NOT AUTOMATICALLY RE-REGISTER. 

Our Parish 
A parish means a new family. A family where I am 
always welcome. A parish means a fresh start, new 
beginnings. A parish means forgiveness and new 
life through the sacraments.  A parish means love. 
Unconditional love from God forever. 

 

Please consider everything a parish could be to you  
-  and what you could be to your parish. To become 
a parishioner here at Our Lady of the Cross, please 
call the parish office at 532-5661.   

What Will be Born in You this Christmas? 

One of the definitions for birth is "the beginning or 
coming into existence of something."  

On Christmas we celebrate the birth of Jesus. Though 
the birth of Jesus is truly a celebration and the MOST 
important part of Christmas, it is also a time to evalu-
ate ourselves and ask: What will be born within me 
this Christmas? 

Will you start coming to Mass? Will you start spend-
ing more time with your children? Will you do more 
for others? Will you be kinder? Will you love more 
fully? Will you apologize to someone you haven't spo-
ken to in years? Will you start to pray more? Will you 
find a deeper purpose? 

Dorothea MacNeil & Mary Glesmann  
displaying the many gifts from the Angel Tree. 
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Date Mass Intentions 
Saturday, December 23 
 

   4:00 pm +Sklarski & Olech Family 
From: Family 

Sunday, December 24 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 
 
 
 
 
Christmas Eve 

  7:30 am 
   
   
  9:00 am 
 
10:30 am 
 
   
 4:00 pm  
 
12:00 am 

+Blessed Christmas for Our Lady of the Cross  
Parishioners 
From: Barbara Bernard 
+Helen Sidur 
From: Ann Marie & Julie 
All Living and Deceased Relatives 
From: Barbara Bakes 
 

+Rev. Francis X. Sullivan  
From: Family 
Birthday Blessings for Christine 
From: Mom 

Monday, December 25 
Christmas Day 
The Nativity of the Lord 

  7:30 am 
 
  9:00 am 
 
10:30 am  

+John & Helen Lucey 
From: Loving Family 
+Andrew, Marta, Ewa & Boleslaw Legowski 
From: Family 
Intention of the Celebrant 

Tuesday, December 26 
St. Stephen 

  8:30 am 
 
 

+Tomasz Rzasa 
From: Ludwik & Maria Mysliwiec 
+Kim O’Brien 
From: Patty & Rocky Hall & Family 

Wednesday, December 27 
St. John, Apostle 
 

  8:30 am 
 

+Irene & Walter Gonet 
From: Son, Walter Gonet 
+Stasia Krok 
From: M. Wolanin 

Thursday, December 28 
The Holy Innocents 

  8:30 am 
   
  

+Ramiro Bustamante 
From: Daughter & Family 
+Mary Kaplan 
From: Pauline Symasko 

Friday, December 29 
St. Thomas Becket 

  8:30 am 
 
   

+Velma Cook (6th Anniv.) 
From: Roger & Ellen Cook 

Saturday, December 30 
 

  8:30 am 
   
   
 4:00 pm 

All Living & Deceased Members of the 
Bill Kelly Family 
From: Kelly Family 
+Irene & Norman Bacon 
From: Daughter, Pauline 

Sunday, December 31 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
 
 
 
 
 

  7:30 am 
   
  9:00 am 
 
10:30 am 
 
 

+Michael & Nellie Szot  
From: Family 
+Tomasz Rzasa 
From: Krystyna Raczkowski 
+Officer David O’Connell 
From: John Borlen 
 

The Altar Candles  
are burning the week  
of December 24 for 

Christmas Blessings  
for J.J.S.J.D.J. 

Love 
Mom & Dad 

& 
Mr. & Mrs.  
Emil Hohol 

From 
Family 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
24 SUNDAY 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Rom 16:25-27/Lk 1:26-38  
25 Monday Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 Day: Is 

 52:7-10/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14   
26 Tuesday Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Mt 10:17-22   
27 Wednesday 1 Jn 1:1-4/Jn 20:1a, 2-8   
28 Thursday 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Mt 2:13-18   
29 Friday 1 Jn 2:3-11/Lk 2:22-35   
30 Saturday 1 Jn 2:12-17/Lk 2:36-40   
31 SUNDAY Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3/Col 3:12-21 or 
   3:12-17 or Hb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19/ Lk  
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Charitable Considerations 
Please consider Our Lady of the Cross Parish in 
your plans for charitable giving. 

SIGNIFICANT TAX DEDUCTIONS 
 

Currently Accepting: 
 

Insurance Policies 
Appreciated Stocks & Bonds 

Savings Bonds 
Houses 

House Contents 
Cars, Motorcycles, Boats 

Art Work & Precious Medals (gold, silver & coins) 
If you have any questions, call the parish office. 

Thank you for thinking of us!!! 

Stewardship of Treasure 
 

Due to an early bulletin deadline, the counters were 
unable to count the collection before this bulletin 
needed to be printed. The collection will be in next 
week’s bulletin.   

Important Dates for 2018       
February 21: Mystery Players ~ Passion Play 
March 9: Drama:  St. Maximilian Kolbe 
May 5: Mater Dolorosa School Gala 
May 19/20: Tag Sale 
July 27: $5K Pay Day 
October 27/28: Fall Festival 

Mater Dolorosa Pews For Sale 
A pew from the church has been placed at the 
back of our church to give you an idea of the 
size.  If you would like to purchase a pew for 
$100.00, please call the parish office. 

St. Nicholas Mass Thank You! 
In a very special way I’d like to thank Fr. 
Andrzej, Louise & Jason George, Pat Sutter, 
Lisa Hamel, Linda & Dorothea MacNeil who 
helped make last weekend’s St. Nick event so 
special and such a success! I am and will for-
ever be grateful for these wonderful, sweet peo-
ple!  

 

Love & Prayers Always, 
Linnea  

The Parish Office will be closed  
December 25 & 26. 

2018 Father Daughter Dance 
Volunteers are needed to help with the dance. 

If you are interested in helping, 
please contact Merrill Desrosiers 
at merrilldesrosiers@comcast.net  

or by phone at 552-3033. 

Blessing of Homes 
In some cultures there is a tradition of blessing 
homes at the beginning of the New Year.  Years 
ago priests would go around to do the blessing 
and in recent years some families do the bless-
ing themselves.  The Friars will be available to 
bless homes in early January.  If you are inter-
ested, please call the parish office to arrange a 
day and time. 

Homebound Parishioners         
If you or someone you know, is unable to at-
tend Mass because of age or illness, and would 
like to receive Holy Communion at home, 
please call the parish office. We will be glad to 
make arrangements for someone to visit with 
Communion. 

January 1 
Because January 1 falls on a Monday,  

it is not a holy day of obligation this year.  
We will have two Masses that day: 

8:30 am & 6:00 pm (POLISH) 

The preschool classes at Mater Dolorosa Catholic 
School collected many new and gently used coats 
along with hats, mittens and snowsuits. These warm 
clothes will be shared with students in the Holyoke 
community who may not have access to a warm coat 
this winter season. We would like to thank everyone 
who made a donation!  It was a huge success! 


