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PARISH STAFF 
  Pastor  
  Fr. Albert Scherer, OFM Conv. 
  pastor@ourladyofthecross.com 

 

  Parochial Vicar  
  Fr. Andrzej Brzezinski, OFM Conv. 
  pvicar@ourladyofthecross.com 
 

  Secretary  
  Linnea Williamson 
  parish@ourladyofthecross.com 

 

  Bookkeeper 
  Sr. Christine Mumbi, FMSA 
  bookkeeper@ourladyofthecross.com 

 

  Director of Religious Education 

  Dorothea MacNeil     
  dre@ourladyofthecross.com 
  (413) 244-6546 
  

  Music Director 
  Joe DiMarino               
  jdimarino@ourladyofthecross.com 
  (508) 517-2032 
 

  Mater Dolorosa Cemetery  
  Theresa Szumski 
  (413) 532-7889 

 

  Mater Dolorosa School Principal 
  Linda Rex 
  mrs.rex@materdolorosaschool.org        
  (413) 532-2831 
 

  Maintenance 
  Robert Maziarz & Mike Rodgers 
 

  Parish Child Advocate 
  Marybeth Kass          
  (413) 313-6118 
 
 

       
 
 

   
   

                 
    FRIARY            

23 Sycamore St. 
(413) 536-8832 

 

  Br. Frank Grimaldi, OFM Conv.                     
  Ext. 209 
  Fr. Stanley Sobiech, OFM Conv.        
  Ext. 212 
   Fr. Ben Fagone, OFM Conv.     
  Ext. 203 

  Fr. Albert Scherer, OFM Conv.           
  Ext. 207 

  Fr. Andrzej Brzezinski, OFM Conv.                                        
  Ext. 201 

       

MUSIC FOR WEEKEND MASSES 

(All selections found in Seasonal Missalette) 
 

Processional:  258 - Make Us True Servants 
Gloria:   170, page 197 
Offertory:  197 - Be Joyful, Mary, Heavenly Queen 
Holy, Holy:  People’s Mass: 152, page 189 
Acclamation B: 154 
Amen:   156 
Lamb of God:  157 
Communion:  213 - At That First Eucharist 
Recessional:  318 - Praise to the Lord 

May 19 & 20 

 Lector    Eucharistic Ministers 
4:00  Pauline Symasko     Mimi Doyle, Jane Shepard, Madeleine Partyka, 
     Choir: Pauline Bacon 
7:30  Michael McKenna   Muriel Gubala, Walter Gonet,  
     James Brunault, Choir: Beth Szymonik 
10:30 Jason George   Ed Cote, Aldea Forest, Maxine Stawasz,  
     Jim Murphy Choir: Robert Forest 
Altar Servers     
4:00 James Gould, Malachi Williamson, Ann Bouthiette 
7:30 James Lowe 
10:30 Madelyn McArdle, Kate McArdle 

    

Parish Office Address 
15 Maple St. 

Holyoke, MA 01040 
 

   Phone Number  
(413) 532-5661 

 

    Fax Line   
(413) 532-7889 

 

Website 
www.ourladyofthecross.com 

 

Office Hours 
Monday - Friday 

8:00 am - 1:30 pm 

 

Mass Schedule 
Monday - Saturday: 8:30 am 

Saturday: 4:00 pm 
Sunday: 7:30 am,  

9:00 am (Polish), 10:30 am 

 

Confessions 
Monday - Saturday: 8:00 am 

Saturday: 3:15 pm 
Sunday: 11:30 am 

 

Devotions 
Monday – Saturday: 

7:50 am - Divine Mercy Chaplet 
8:05 am - Rosary 

  

Eucharistic Adoration  
Friday 9:00 am - 6:00 pm 

Mater Dolorosa School is having a Memorial Day Concert 
on Thursday, May 24 at 9:30 am in the school gym. Most of our 
songs will honor those who served us, along with our younger 
school children singing about our country. We would like to ex-
tend an invitation to our veterans, who have served our country 
in any capacity, along with anyone else who would like to attend 
the concert. Please use the Social Center doors.  

Mater Dolorosa School Concert 



May 13, 2018 Page 3 

Dear Good People of Our Lady of the Cross, 
 

Congratulations:  I offer my congratulations to our youth who were confirmed last Friday 
by Bishop Mitchell Rozanski. Let us pray that they will always remain open to all of the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit. I extend my sincerest thanks to our confirmation teacher, Maxine 
Stawasz and to our DRE, Dorothea MacNeil for preparing our youth for this important 
sacrament. 
 

What A GALA:  Last Saturday Mater Dolorosa School held their annual Gala at the Log Cabin. It was a 
great evening for everyone, especially for Jennifer Chateauneuf who was the lucky winner of the trip to Ire-
land. Congratulations, Jen! Our own Fr. Andrzej was the lucky winner of a television! The Gala committee 
worked very hard to plan this very successful fundraiser for our school. A portion of the funds raised will be 
used for the new playground. I would like to express my thanks to those parishioners who purchased tick-
ets for the trip to Ireland raffle and for the Gala itself. I am grateful for your support and generosity. 
 

Real to Reel:  This past Wednesday the staff from Catholic Communications was in our church taping an 
episode of Real to Reel. There will be a special story on the statues from Mater Dolorosa Church that were 
brought over and placed in our church. The episode will air on May 20 at 6:30 am on WWLP. A full version 
of the program can also be viewed at www.iobserve.org starting the Monday after the broadcast. 
 

Treasures:  Our annual Tag Sale is taking place next weekend. The committee has been hard at work sort-
ing, cleaning, and pricing all of the “treasures”  ~  furniture, household items, books, jewelry, toys, religious 
articles and much more. We have one of the largest, cleanest and most organized Tag Sales around! And it 
is due to the dedicated committee who has been working hard for the past several weeks. I am also grateful 
to those parishioners who took the time to clean out closets and basements looking for items to donate.  
Please tell your friends and neighbors about the Tag Sale. And if you have never been to one of our Tag 
Sales, I hope you will stop in and see what we have to offer.   
 

Survey Says:  I am so grateful to all of you who took the time to complete the parish survey. I have lost 
count but I know over 200 surveys were filled out. You still have a few more days to submit your survey ~ 
either on-line or by using a paper copy. Your responses and feedback are extremely important as we con-
sider our current and future needs. I do value your comments and suggestions and will give serious consid-
eration to your input.   
 

Peace, 
FR. ALBERT 

 

Parishioners and School Parents 
 enjoying a fun night out at the  

Mater Dolorosa School Gala 
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Quotable Quotes 

“I remember my mother’s prayers and they have always followed me. 
They have clung to me all my life.” 

         ~ Abraham Lincoln 

In Word and Deed 
In some parts of the United States, the Feast of the Ascension is celebrated on Thursday, 40 days after 
Easter. In other parts, Ascension has been moved to Sunday. How ironic that before Jesus ascends to 
heaven, He prays that the church will be one! Unity within the Church, however, is not about uniformity in 
practice; it’s about uniformity in beliefs and liturgy, in doctrine and morals, in good works and in constant 
prayer. In other words, unity means we think, act and pray with the mind and heart of Christ. 
 

The Ascension of Jesus into Heaven is not the end of the mission, but a new beginning as the Apostles are 
sent to preach the Good News. The message of the Gospel is confirmed by the signs that accompany their 
preaching, a clear indication that the Lord is working through them. United to Christ, the early Church will 
grow and prosper. 
 

Jesus did not call the Apostles just to watch Him ascend to the Father. He gives them a mission, just as He 
gives us a mission, which we sometimes call a vocation. That is the mission and call that unites us together, 
joined to Christ, the Head of His Body, the Church. But it is not simply a connection for the sake of unity. 
Faith does not do well standing around and waiting for something to happen. It needs to move, to act, to 
proclaim in word and deed, through us, that Jesus is the Risen Lord. 
                                    ~James Gaffney, © 2008 Karides Lic. to St. George Publishing 

DIOCESAN LAY MINISTRY FORMATION COURSES 
For Certification ~ Spring 2018 

 

Course and practicum site:  
Immaculate Heart of Mary  

256 State Street  
     Granby, 01033           

Instructor: Kathryn Buckley-Brawner 

 

Course for New & Renewal Readers: 
Thursdays: May 24 and May 31 from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.   

(Both sessions required for certification and recertification) 

 

PLEASE CALL LINNEA AT THE PARISH OFFICE TO SIGN UP FOR THIS AT 532-5661. 

St Mary’s High School, Westfield, Ma 
 OPEN HOUSE 

Tuesday, May 22 at 6:00 PM 
• Snapshot of our diverse program of college prep 

and AP courses 
• Student guided tours of the school 
• Information on student activities and athletics 
• Administration on hand  to answer all of your 

questions 
• Meet our students, faculty and coaches 
• Learn about the Saint’s tradition of academic ex-

cellence, commitment to service student leader-
ship, faith based family values, and focus on indi-
vidual achievement. 

Can’t attend on May 22nd, or would prefer a more 
personalized visit? Please contact Kimberlee at 
413 568-5692 ext 207. 

Harmony House is holding a fundraising 
fashion show on Sunday, May 20, from 1:00-
3:00 pm, at the Knights of Columbus Hall 
#69, 460 Granby Road, Chicopee, with fash-
ions provided by The Little Black Dress of 
Enfield. For a donation of $25, you will be 
entertained with fun fashions for ladies of all 
sizes, enjoy lunch, and join in fun raffles. 
Clothing will be available for purchase. For 
tickets, please call 331-5252. Harmony 
House is a local, non-profit organization 
whose mission is to provide a loving home 
offering compassionate care for the termi-
nally ill who have limited or no resources for 
special care in the final stages of life. The or-
ganization is totally funded by donations. 
Volunteers are always welcome; visit  
www.harmonyhousewma.org for more infor-
mation. 

Harmony House 
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Date Mass Intentions 
Saturday, May 12 
 

    4:00 pm +Edward & Wanda Jablonski 
From: Ed & Terri 

Sunday, May 13 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 

    7:30 am 
    9:00 am 
    
   10:30 am 

Mother’s Day Remembrance 
+Bronislaw & Helen Sidur 
From: Ann Marie & Julie 
+Irene Czerwiec & Maria Pacheco 
From: Granddaughters  

Monday, May 14 
St. Matthias 

    8:30 am Mother’s Day Remembrance 

Tuesday, May 15 
St. Isidore 

    8:30 am +Walter Gasiewski 
From: Gasiewski Family 
Mother’s Day Remembrance 
 
 

Wednesday, May 16 
 

    8:30 am 
     
     

+Barbara Vachon 
From: Family 
Mother’s Day Remembrance 

Thursday, May 17     8:30 am Mother’s Day Remembrance 

Friday, May 18 
St. John I 

    8:30 am 
     

Mother’s Day Remembrance 

Saturday, May 19 
 

    8:30 am 
    4:00 pm 

Mother’s Day Remembrance 
Wedding Blessings for Ed & Terri Sternala 
From: Family 

Sunday, May 20 
Pentecost Sunday 

    7:30 am 
     
    9:00 am 
    
   10:30 am 

+Irene Bernier 
From: Family 
+Jozef & Stanislawa Wrzesinski 
From: Children 
Mother’s Day Remembrance 

May They Rest in Peace 

 

+Phyllis Bowler 
 

+Robert Gonet 
Brother of Walter Gonet 

 

+Christina Roy 
Daughter of Ron & Jean Dietrich 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
13 SUNDAY Acts 1:15-17, 20a, 20c-26/1 Jn 4:11-16/Jn 17:11b-19 
14 Monday Acts 1:15-17, 20-26/Jn 15:9-17 
15 Tuesday Acts 20:17-27/Jn 17:1-11a 
16 Wednesday Acts 20:28-38/Jn 17:11b-19 
17 Thursday Acts 22:30; 23:6-11/Jn 17:20-26 
18 Friday Acts 25:13b-21/Jn 21:15-19 
19 Saturday Acts 28:16-20, 30-31/Jn 21:20-25 
20 SUNDAY Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or Ez 37:1-14 or 

 Jl 3:1-5/Rom 8:22-27/Jn 7:37-39 

Have you completed  
the parish survey? 

Congratulations to Our Lady of the 
Cross Confirmation Students 

 (from left)  
Andrew Holbrook, Amelia George, 
Meagan Breen, Megan McGuinness, 

and Zoe Brazeau 



Page 6 Our Lady of the Cross Parish, Holyoke, Massachusetts 

    Offertory Collection   
                                                

May 6 
 

       First Collection:        
          217 Envelope Users:                  $4,956.50 
           Loose Money:              $392.00 
          16 Envelopes Mailed:                      $1,304.00       
      TOTAL:                   $6,652.00 

                             Milk Money:                        $58.00 
 

 

Thank you for your generosity! 

SIGNIFICANT TAX DEDUCTIONS 

Please consider Our Lady of the Cross Parish in 
your plans for charitable giving. 

 

Currently Accepting: 
 

Insurance Policies 
Appreciated Stocks & Bonds 

Savings Bonds 
Houses 

House Contents 
Cars, Motorcycles, Boats 

Art Work, Gold, Silver & Coins 
If you have any questions, call the parish office. 

This Week at Our Lady of the Cross  
May 13: 10:30 am May Crowning 
        3:00 Polish Divine Mercy Devotions 
 
 
 
 
 
May 14:   1:30 pm MD School May Crowning 
    6:30 pm Parish Council 
May 15:   6:30 pm MD School Board 
    7:00 pm OREMUS 
May 16:   6:00 pm MD School PTO Meeting 
May 17:   7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal    
May 19:   9:00 am - 3:00 pm Tag Sale    
May 20:   9:00 am - 1:00 pm Tag Sale    

Rent a Space ~ Space Still Available 
If you would like to set up a table on our front lawn to sell 
some of your own treasures on Saturday, May 19, you 
are welcome to for the cost of $25.00. To register, please 
call the parish office. 

We need your input!  
Please take a few  

moments to complete  
the parish survey. 

DON’T MISS  
Parish Tag Sale 

Saturday May 19 from 9:00 am - 3:00 pm   
Sunday, May 20 from 9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

RAIN OR SHINE 

If you would like to help in anyway, please contact: 
 Office - 532-5661, Lee  - 533-0486, Dotty - 533-4105 

Mother’s Day  
Any Mother’s Day Memorial envelopes that we 
receive will be placed upon the altar and re-
main there during the month of May. Beginning 
on Mother’s Day and continuing for 9 days, a 
Mass will be said for all those whose names 
have been included in the Novena of Masses. 

Mother’s day Breakfast  
at the Knights of Columbus 
Join us May 13 from 8:30-10:30 

Scrambled eggs, Hash Browns, Sausage Links, 
Belgian Waffles, Fruit & Pastries & Coffee 

MOTHER’S EAT FREE!!! 
Seniors $5.00, Adults $7.00,  

Children under 10 Free 
250 Westfield Rd. (behind the Dollar General) 

Come Celebrate the Gift of Family 
16th Annual Diocesan Wide  

Eucharistic Rosary Procession 
Sunday, June 3 from 1:00 - 4:00 pm 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish 
99 King St., Northampton 

Rain or Shine 
1:00 - Speech given by Fr. Chris Alar on  

“The Call to Holiness Through Divine Mercy,  
for the Family, the Domestic Church.”  

Confessions will be offered during the speech.  
2:00 pm Consecration of the Family to the Di-
vine Mercy, followed by a Rosary Procession 

through downtown Northampton.  
This event will end with the Chaplet of Divine 

Mercy, Adoration and Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament with a reception to follow. 

For more information, call 221-4372. 
All are welcome! 

Franciscan Backpacking Retreat 
Thursday, July 19, 4:00 pm - Sunday, July 22, 4:00 pm 
$475.00 includes all gear, meals and  accommodations. 
Come to this contemplative retreat and experience the 
wonders of nature combined with an enrichment of Fran-
ciscan spirituality. Together we will backpack through the 
Porcupine Mountains in Michigan, discuss Pope Francis’ 
leadership and the life and teachings of St. Francis and 
St. Claire of Assisi, all while being immersed in the 
beauty of God’s creation. Rev. Nick Rokitka, OFM Conv. 
will serve as a chaplain and Sr. Julia Walsh, FSPA will be 
available for spiritual listening. Call 715-385-3750 to reg-
ister and pay $100.00 before July 6.  Please join us! 


