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PARISH STAFF 
  Pastor  
  Fr. Albert Scherer, OFM Conv. 
  pastor@ourladyofthecross.com 

 

  Secretary  
  Linnea Williamson 
  parish@ourladyofthecross.com 

 

  Bookkeeper 
  Sr. Christine Mumbi, FMSA 
  bookkeeper@ourladyofthecross.com 

 

  Director of Religious Education 

  Dorothea MacNeil     
  dre@ourladyofthecross.com 
  (413) 244-6546 
  

  Director of Music 
  Robin Sheehan 
   rbn4shhn@yahoo.com  
  (413) 355-2164 

 

  Mater Dolorosa Cemetery  
  Theresa Szumski 
  (413) 532-7889 

    

  Mater Dolorosa School Principal 
  Linda Rex 
  mrs.rex@materdolorosaschool.org        
  (413) 532-2831 
 

  Maintenance 
  Robert Maziarz  
 

  Parish Child Advocate 
  Marybeth Kass          
  mairzi14@gmail.com 
  (413) 313-6118 
 
 

       
 
 

   
   

                
 
                 FRIARY            

23 Sycamore St. 
(413) 536-8832 

 

  Br. Frank Grimaldi, OFM Conv.                     
  Ext. 209 
  Fr. Stanley Sobiech, OFM Conv.        
  Ext. 212 
   Fr. Ben Fagone, OFM Conv.     
  Ext. 213 

  Fr. Albert Scherer, OFM Conv.           
  Ext. 207          

  Fr. Jack Leszczynski, OFM Conv. 
  Ext. 201          
    

MUSIC FOR WEEKEND MASSES 

(All selections found in Seasonal Missalette) 
Songs for the 4:00 pm & 10:30 am Masses Only 

 

Processional:  317 Oh Come, Oh Come, Emmanuel 
Offertory:  269 Taste And See 
Communion:              Emmanuel Medley (Choir Handout) 
Recessional:  222 The King of Glory 

December 8 & 9 
Lector    Eucharistic Ministers 
4:00 Brian Bowen   Hildi Bowen, Joyce Lepine, Shelley Wellihan
     Choir: Jane Shephard 
7:00 Michael M.   Dorothy Skibel, James Brunault,  
     Michael Sullivan, Choir: Terry Keeler  
10:30 Kevin Jourdain   Aldea Forest, Robert Forest, Harold Brunault,  
     Charlene Mahoney Choir: Pauline Bacon  
5:00 Bethaney Healy  Maxine Stawasz 
 

Altar Servers 
4:00 James Gould, Malachi Williamson 
7:00    Kaily Godek, Vanessa Antil 
10:30    Liam McManus, Kiernan McManus 
5:00 Paige Brainard, Kelsey Brainard 

    

Parish Office Address 
15 Maple St. 

Holyoke, MA 01040 
 

   Phone Number  
(413) 532-5661 

 

    Fax Line   
(413) 532-7889 

 

Website 
www.ourladyofthecross.com 

 

Office Hours 
Monday - Friday 

8:00 am - 1:30 pm 

 

Mass Schedule 
Monday - Saturday: 8:30 am 

Saturday: 4:00 pm 
Sunday: 7:00 am,  

8:15 am (Polish), 10:30 am, 
5:00 pm 

 

Confessions 
Monday - Saturday: 8:00 am 

Saturday: 3:15 pm 
 

Devotions 
Monday – Saturday: 

7:50 am - Divine Mercy Chaplet 
8:05 am - Rosary 

  

Eucharistic Adoration  
Friday 9:00 am - 6:00 pm 

This Week at Our Lady of the Cross   
December 2: 1:00 pm Clergy Abuse Listening Session 
  2:00 pm Exposition 
  3:00 pm Divine Mercy Devotions 
  6:00 pm Rel. Ed Grades 7-11 
December 3: 4:15 pm Rel. Ed Grades K-6 
  6:30 pm Lectors Mtg. 
December 4: 6:00 pm School Finance Mtg. 
December 5: 4:00 - 7:00 pm  Spaghetti Supper  
December 8: Immaculate Conception ~ Holy Day of Obligation
  5:00 pm Anointing of the Sick   
December 9: 10:00 am - 9:00 pm Trip to LaSalette Shrine 
  6:00 pm Rel. Ed Grades 7-11 
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 Dear Good People of Our Lady of the Cross, 
 

Come, Lord Jesus:  Today we begin the season of Advent ~ a time when the Church en-
courages us to prepare ourselves for the coming of Christ. To help you prepare, we are 
making available a small book called Daily Reflections for Advent & Christmas. This beauti-
fully written book contains a daily Scripture reading as well as a brief reflection and prayer.  
I invite every household to take a copy home and use it on daily basis during the season of 
Advent. I know that you will find the reflections inspiring. These books may be found near 
the doors of the church and in the middle of the church.   

 

A Day of Thanks:  I hope that all of you enjoyed Thanksgiving. I am grateful to everyone who joined us at 
Mass to give thanks to God for all of our blessings. I would like to thank Jason Willemain, and Joe & Nad-
ine Makowski for helping to set up the loaves of bread that we distributed after Mass. Two of my sisters 
traveled from Buffalo to spend a few days with me ~ and they brought their dog Sullivan with them. Sulli-
van liked it here so much that he did not want to get in the car when it was time to leave. He can be very 
stubborn at times! 
 

Heartfelt Gratitude:  Our annual Food Drive took place last week and I would like to express my sincerest 
thanks to all of you for your generous response. We collected 9 boxes and 20 bags of food for Margaret’s 
Pantry. I wish to express my gratitude to Dotty Skibel for organizing this successful Food Drive.   
 

Food Sale:  For the past two weekends we have been selling Polish food after all the Masses. Last weekend 
we made $625. for a grand total of $2,531. I would like to thank those of you who purchased food. I also 
wish to thank Charlotte Martin and her helpers who staffed the freezers and sold the various food items. I 
am grateful for your help. 
 

Lectors:  If you are not able to attend the meeting this Monday, please notify the parish office. 
 

Be An Angel:  As you can see, our Angel Tree has been placed near the Pieta. I have to tell you how good it 
was to see so many individuals taking an angel from the tree last weekend. From your eagerness to take an 
angel (or even two), I could tell that you have participated in this outreach in the past. Thank you for your 
participation again this year. If you have never participated before, I encourage you to do so this year. The 
children in foster care depend on our generosity every Christmas. 
 

Listening Session:  This Sunday at 1:00 pm I will be meeting with any interested parishioners to discuss 
the clergy abuse scandal. The purpose of this meeting is to listen to your thoughts and concerns and per-
haps answer any questions that you may have. By having this listening session, I would like to support 
anyone who may be having a hard time dealing with this crisis. This gathering will take place in the parish 
Hall. 
 

Peace, 
FR. ALBERT 

Eucharistic Ministry to the Sick and Homebound  
"I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the 
weak." ~Ezekiel 34:16  

Celebrating the Eucharist is at the very heart of our Catholic faith, but there are many parishioners who 
aren't able to join in the celebration due to illness, age or injury. In these cases, Eucharistic Ministers bring 
the communion to those unable to join us at Mass. Their physical presence and responsive support witness 
to our sacramental, devotional, and communal participation in the Church and in our parish community - 
no matter the location.  

The personal qualities of a Eucharistic Minister include a listening, gentle, unhurried spirit; a sense 
of mindfulness of the moment; a sensitivity and ease in the presence of human suffering; a giving, 
empathetic spirit. Ministerial qualities include a prayerful presence; a deep sense of Eucharistic liv-
ing and commitment to the body of Christ.  

If you are currently serving as an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion to the sick and homebound, or 
wish to learn more about this ministry, please contact Sister Livia Fiordelisi, DHM, at the parish office. 

If you or a loved one are temporarily or permanently homebound or at a care facility and are unable to at-
tend Mass, please contact Sister Livia at the parish office to schedule a time for a Eucharistic Minister to 
bring Holy Communion to you. 
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Quotable Quotes 
 

“Stand up and raise your heads!  Redemption, not catastrophe, is coming.   
Ignore the recitals of doom.  We sing a different song:   

‘O come, O come, Emmanuel!’” 
 

~ Genevieve Glen, from the book Daily Reflections for Advent & Christmas   
(Available at the doors of the church)                                        

Meetings For  
Eucharistic Ministers & Lectors 

On Monday, December 3 at 6:30 pm, there will be a 
meeting for ALL Lectors. The meeting will take place in 
the church. The purpose of this meeting is to review 
and discuss this ministry and to develop appropriate 
guidelines. If you are currently serving as a Lector, 
please make every effort to attend. 

Bus Trip to Wright’s Farm  
& Our Lady of LaSalette Shrine 

Sunday, December 9 
10 am – 9:00 pm 

We still have a few seats left. If you are interested, 
please call Charlotte Martin ASAP at 636-6872. 

Angel Tree       
Gifts and gift cards need to be wrapped and 
the angel attached to the present. All presents 
must be placed under the tree by Monday, 
December 10. Thank you for your generosity!  

Mass With St. Nick 
Come celebrate Jesus in a special way this 
Christmas season! Bring your children & 
grandchildren to the 10:30 am Mass with St. 
Nick on December 16. Following Mass the 
children and their parents are invited to 
have donuts, hot coco, juice and coffee with 
St. Nick. All children will hear a Christmas 
story read by St. Nick and receive a gift. This 
event is free and will last about an hour. 
Please join us! 

Coats & Snowsuits for Kids Drive 
Mater Dolorosa School Pre 3 & 4 classes are collecting 
coats and snowsuits for kids. All coats will be donated 
to local families in need of warm clothes this winter. 
Clean used or new coats can brought to Mater Dolorosa 
School by 2:30 pm on Monday, December 3. Thank 
you so much for donating to this great cause! If you 
have any questions, please call the school at 532-2831. 

A CHRISTMAS PLEDGE 
“On my honor, I will do my best  

to promote the CHRISTmas Traditions. 
I will incorporate, use the Word CHRISTmas: 

In my CHRISTmas Greetings and Conversation: 
In my CHRISTmas cards, CHRISTmas stamps 

And every appropriate CHRISTmas way.  
This I pledge to CHRIST, my Lord.” 

Mater Dolorosa School Cash Calendars For Sale 
Next weekend after all Masses there will be Mater Dolo-
rosa School students selling cash calendars in the ves-
tibule of the church. The calendars are $10.00 each 
and all the money raised goes directly to the school. 
Calendars can also be purchased in the parish office. 
These calendars serve as wonderful stocking stuffers 
and Christmas gifts. Please support our parish school!!! 

One Of Our Youngest Parishioners  
Helping Decorate The Angel Tree 

Christmas Flower Envelopes 
Please remember the parish secretary when 
you are writing the names on your Christmas 
Flower envelopes. Please PRINT all names as 
CLEAR as possible! Many thanks in advance! 
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SCRIPTURE READINGS 
2 SUNDAY Jer 33:14-16/1 Thes 3:12 - 4:2/ 
   Lk 21:25-28, 34-36 
3 Monday Is 2:1-5/Mt 8:5-11 
4 Tuesday Is 11:1-10/Lk 10:21-24 
5 Wednesday Is 25:6-10a/Mt 15:29-37 
6 Thursday Is 26:1-6/Mt 7:21, 24-27 
7 Friday Is 29:17-24/Mt 9:27-31 
8 Saturday Gn 3:9-15, 20/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38 

May They Rest in Peace 
 

+Eleanor Dooley 
Sister of Patricia Wilkinson 

 

+Mildred Gijda 

 

+Fr. Jan Hernik, OFM Conv. 
Who ministered at Mater Dolorosa  

Parish for several years and  
passed away in Poland. 

 

Date Mass Intentions 
Saturday, December 1 
 
 

   8:30 am 
   4:00 pm 

+Rozanne Chouinard 
+Irene Czerwiec 
From: Family 

Sunday, December 2 
First Sunday of Advent 
 

  7:00 am 
  8:15 am 
 
10:30 am 
 
  5:00 pm 

OPEN 
+Maria Sulikowski 
From: Wanda Dziadek & Olesia 
+Gloria Gagnon 
From: Jerry & Diane Aubrey 
+Sally Stawasz 
From: Family 

Monday, December 3 
St. Francis Xavier 

  8:30 am +Frank Makara 
From: Daughter, Mary Ann 

Tuesday, December 4 
St. John Damascene 
 

  8:30 am 
 

+Charlie Glinski (5th Anniv.) 
From: Family 
+Dennis LaPrade 
From: Houle Family 

Wednesday, December 5 
 

  8:30 am 
 

+Leon & Henry Kwiatkowski 
From: Family 

Thursday, December 6 
St. Nicholas 

  8:30 am +Roman Pater 
From: Pater Family 

Friday, December 7 
St. Ambrose 

  8:30 am +Pasquale Constance 
From: Family 

Saturday, December 8 
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Holy Day of Obligation 
 

   8:30 am 
    
   4:00 pm 

+Irene Bernier 
From: Family 
+Sklarski & Olech Family 
From: Peter & Christine Sklarski 

Sunday, December 9 
Second Sunday of Advent 
 

  7:00 am 
   
  8:15 am 
 
10:30 am 
 
   
  5:00 pm 

Fr. Donald Kos, OFM Conv. 
From: Friend 
+Walenty & Maria Lewandowski 
From: Son & Family 
Living & Deceased Members of the Bowler, McNally, 
Grenier, Rudloff & Smolarz Families 
From: Family 
OPEN 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
 

December 24:  4:00 pm & Midnight 
December 25:  8:15 am (Polish) & 10:30 am 

Adoration & Divine Mercy Devotion 
You are invited to join us this Sunday for our 
Divine Mercy Devotions, beginning at 2:00 pm 
with exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. At 
3:00 pm, the Divine Mercy Chaplet will be 
prayed, followed by Benediction.   

The Immaculate Conception ~ Saturday, December 8 
Holy Day of Obligation 

 

Mass will be celebrated at 8:30 am on Saturday. We will not have a Vigil Mass. 
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   Offertory Collection   
                                         

November 25 

         First Collection:        
          192 Envelope Users:                   $4,715.25 
           Loose Money:               $643.11 
           18 Envelopes Mailed:                        $1,105.00       
         TOTAL:                    $6,463.36 

                             Milk Money:                         $64.37 
 

Thank you for your support! 

Our Lady of the Cross Christmas Pageant  
The Christmas Story, the Nativity 

Our Lady of the Cross will be having its first ever 
Christmas pageant on Christmas Eve at the 4:00 pm 
Mass! All children and youth are welcome to partici-
pate! 

We need unlimited shepherds, wise men and angels. 
We need three or four adult volunteers to help direct 

and help the children with their costumes. 
 

The children that participate in  
the play can also sing in the choir. 

 

Rehearsals will take place in the church on:  
December 6, 13, & 20 from 5:00 to 6:00 pm 

 

To sign up or for more information, please call our Mu-
sic Director Robin Sheehan at 355-2164 or email 
rbn4shhn@yahoo.com or contact the parish office at 
532-5661 or email parish@ourladyofthecross.com. 

Wednesday, December 5  
from 4:00 to 7:00 pm 

St. John Paul II Social Center 
Come with an appetite! 

Christmas Carol Festival 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church 

123 William St., Springfield 
Sunday, December 9 from 2:00 - 4:00 pm 

It’s joyful and inspiring: handbells, caroling, 
fun facts, personal stories, a living Nativity, 
your prayer intentions, homemade cookies, a 
take home gift. Come for a reverent and relax-
ing focus on the reason for the season. This 
event is free, please join us! 

All Children & Youth Raise Your Voices & 
Sing at the Christmas Eve Mass  

Rehearsal in the Church 
December 6,13 & 20 from 6:00 - 7:00 pm 
Christmas Eve: 3:15 Arrival, 4:00 pm Mass 

We will also sing Christmas carols before Mass. 
If you are able to join us or for more information, please 
call our Music Director Robin Sheehan at 355-2164 or 
email rbn4shhn@yahoo.com 

Coffee Hour 
Our next Coffee Hour will take place on Sun-
day, December 16. 

Fr. Albert & Joe & Nadine Makowski Placing Bread 
On The Altar Preparing For Thanksgiving Mass 

Genocide & Rescue In Wolyn 
The Polish Center of Discovery and Learning 

and the Department of Social Sciences  
at Elms College Present: 

A Lecture by Dr. Tadeusz Piotrowski & the Film 
“WOLYN” (Polish with English subtitles) 

Sunday, December 9 at 2:00 pm 
Elms College Library Theater 
291 Springfield St., Chicopee 

“Wolyn” depicts the massacre of 100,000 ethnic 
Poles directed by the Ukrainian Insurgent Army 
during World War II. The story boldly chroni-
cles the horrific consequences of hate, resent-
ment and ethnic intolerance. The story is cen-
tered around the Polish-Ukrainian countryside 
and the love of a young Ukrainian man and a 
Polish woman. 

Aging religious need your help. Senior Catholic sisters, 
brothers and religious order priests ministered for years 
for little to no pay. Their sacrifices now leave their reli-
gious communities without adequate retirement sav-
ings. Your gift to next week’s second collection for the 
Retirement Fund for Religious helps to provide medica-
tions, nursing care, and more for tens of thousands of 
elderly religious. Please be generous! 


