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Pastor

Our Lady of the Cross Parish, Holyoke, Massachusetts

PARISH STAFF

A Welcoming Parish
Growing Together in Faith
Sharing the Message of Christ

Fr. Albert Scherer, OFM Conv.
pastor@ourladyofthecross.com

Parochial Vicar
Fr. Adam Ziolkowski, OFM Conv.

Secretary
Linnea Williamson
parish@ourladyofthecross.com

Parish Office Address
15 Maple St.
Holyoke, MA 01040

Bookkeeper

Phone Number

(413) 532-5661

Bob Grzelak
bookkeeper@ourladyofthecross.com

Fax Line

Director of Religious Education
Dorothea MacNeil
dre@ourladyofthecross.com
(413) 244-6546

Director of Music
Robin Sheehan
rbn4shhn@yahoo.com
(413) 355-2164

Website
www.ourladyofthecross.com
Summer Office Hours
Monday - Thursday
8:00 am - 1:30 pm

Bonnie Brainard
School Secretary
(413) 532-2831

Maintenance
Robert Maziarz

Parish Child Advocate
Marybeth Kass
mairzi14@gmail.com
(413) 313-6118

Monday - Saturday: 8:00 am
Saturday: 3:15 pm

Devotions
Monday – Saturday:
7:50 am - Divine Mercy Chaplet
8:05 am - Rosary

Eucharistic Adoration
Friday 9:00 am - 6:00 pm

Theresa Szumski
(413) 532-7889

Mater Dolorosa School

Confessions

(413) 532-7889

Mater Dolorosa Cemetery

Dr. Daniel Baillargeon
Acting Principal

Mass Schedule
Monday - Saturday: 8:30 am
Saturday: 4:00 pm
Sunday: 7:00 am,
8:15 am (Polish), 10:30 am,
5:00 pm

July 27 & 28
Lector
4:00 Pauline Symasko
7:00

Mike McKenna

10:30 Angelique S.
5:00

Jean Collins

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion
Rosalie Pratt, Shelley Whelihan,
Mimi Doyle, Pauline Bacon (Choir)
Muriel Gubala, Terry Keeler, Walt Gonet,
Mike Sullivan
Harold Brunault, Bob Forest,
Glen Gagnon, Andrea McGuinness,
Sharon Flynn (Choir)
Dan Driscoll

Altar Servers
4:00
Ann Bouthiette, Brian Chamberlain
7:00
Need Volunteers
10:30 Elizabeth Winberg, Jacqueline Jourdain
5:00
Jimmy Gould, Malachi Williamson

To report abuse in the Diocese of Springfield
contact: Office of Child & Youth Protection at
452-0624 or the confidential, toll free number
at 800-842-9055.

FRIARY
23 Sycamore St.
(413) 536-8832
Br. Frank Grimaldi, OFM Conv.
Fr. Adam Ziolkowski, OFM Conv.
Ext. 212
Fr. Albert Scherer, OFM Conv.
Ext. 207
Fr. Jack Leszczynski, OFM Conv.
Ext. 201

Parish Office Closed
The secretary will be on vacation the week of
July 22-25, so the parish office will be closed.

MUSIC FOR WEEKEND MASSES

Songs for 4:00 pm & 10:30 am Masses Only
Processional:
Offertory:
Communion:
Recessional:

436
445
469
534

All Are Welcome
Shepherd Me, O God
How Great Thou Art
We Are The Light Of The World
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Dear Good People of Our Lady of the Cross,
The Next BIG Fundraiser: I would like to thank all those who have purchased raffle
tickets for our annual $5K Pay Day. This is an important fundraiser for the parish and
I am grateful for your support. The cost of a raffle ticket is $100. BUT the grand prize is
$5,000. There are also two prizes of $500. and two prizes of $250. If you cannot afford
to purchase a ticket, you may want to consider sharing the cost with another person.

The raffle drawing will take place this Friday (July 26) in the Pope St. John Paul II Social Center. At that
time, food and drinks will be served to those who have purchased a raffle ticket. The $5K Pay Day committee has been hard at work planning for this special event. I look forward to see you at the party on Friday
evening!
The sale of the raffle tickets has been somewhat slow compared to past years but we still hope to sell all 165
tickets. Tickets will be on sale after all Masses this weekend. They are also available in the parish office.
Remember, the GRAND prize is $5,000.
Looking Great: Our church grounds look great ~ from the beautiful flowers to the neatly trimmed hedges.
I wish to thank those individuals on the Grounds Crew for all of their time and efforts in caring for the property. They are doing an outstanding job and I appreciate all of their hard work.
It’s Hot: We all know that our church is not air conditioned and we have certainly noticed it the past several weeks. The fans that we have help but once the church heats up, it is very difficult to cool down. It is a
little cooler in the front of the church because of the two large fans that we have. If you are very uncomfortable, you may want to sit towards the front or directly under one of the smaller fans.
Unfortunately, the fans are noisy which may make it difficult for some individuals to hear during Mass. I
myself have a hard time hearing you because of the fans. We are researching the possibility of purchasing
quieter and perhaps somewhat larger fans.
Lazy Days: Summer gives us the opportunity to slow down and take some time to enjoy the blessings that
surround us. Whether it be working in your gardens, relaxing at the shore or somewhere on vacation, I hope
you are finding time to experience the beauty of creation. Don’t forget to praise God the creator.
Request for Prayers: I ask for your continued prayers as we select the new principal for Mater Dolorosa
School. Please pray that the Holy Spirit will help the Search Committee to choose wisely as we make this
very important decision. Mater Dolorosa, pray for us! We expect to have a new principal by August 1.
Special Offering: This past week four parishioners contributed $185. to the Special Offering collection to
help cover the cost of our property/liability insurance bills. This brings us to a total of 168 parishioners who
donated $13,649. to this collection. I am extremely grateful for everyone’s generosity. Even though the fiscal year ended on June 30, any additional contributions will still make a difference.
Peace,
FR. ALBERT

IN WORD AND DEED
Recent polls find that many people think of themselves as less religious, but more spiritual. Religion is
judged to be impractical, or not as ‘enlightened’ as modern people. Those ideas and distinctions have been
around for centuries and the only ones who are still going strong are those who practice religion.
Jesus visits Martha and Mary and they each have a different view of what needs to be done and who should
do it. Martha is concerned about all the details of hospitality while Mary wants to listen to what Jesus has to
say. When Martha objects and wants her sister’s help, Jesus reminds her that only one thing is important
and since Mary has chosen it, she should not be deprived of it.
The practice of faith often takes second place to many other things that take our time and energy and give
very little in return. Our choices leave little time for prayer, works of mercy or religious activity. Yet these are
the only things that really count. They express our values and ideals, helping us to be missionaries of faith
and witnesses of love. Don’t be fooled by the clutter of life and make busyness your excuse. Faith contains
the treasure of life, a meaning and purpose that satisfy us. The better portion awaits our choosing.
~James Gaffney, © 2009 Karides Lic. to St. George Publishing
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Our Lady of the Cross Parish, Holyoke, Massachusetts

SACRAMENTS
Baptisms
Baptisms are normally celebrated the
last Sunday of the month at 11:30 am.
New parents and godparents need to
attend a Baptism preparation class on
the second Thursday of the month at
6:30 pm. Please call the parish office to
register.

Sponsor Policy
Godparents/sponsors must be at least
16 years old, confirmed and actively
participating in their Catholic faith
through weekly attendance at Mass and
following the teachings of the Church. If
you require a sponsor certificate, you
must be a registered parishioner.

Parish Picnic/Block Party
In early September our Evangelization Committee will be
having a Parish Picnic/Block Party in front of the church
and on Holy Cross Avenue. The purpose of this event is to
get together and have some fun as a parish but also to have
our neighbors join us. Stay tuned for more details! If anyone would like to help with this exciting event, please contact Jason George at 265 -0833 or email:
Jason.a.george@comcast.net

Greeters Needed
We would like to establish a Ministry of Greeters at all of our
weekend Masses. Those who are interested in this ministry
would greet individuals as they come to Mass and also pass
out bulletins. We hope to begin this ministry in the Fall. If
you are interested, please call the parish office.

Reconciliation (Confession)
Daily: 8:00 am, Saturday 3:15 pm
Or anytime by appointment

Matrimony
Please call the parish office at least one
year prior to the wedding date.

RCIA

(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)

The RCIA is for anyone interested in becoming a Catholic and also for Catholics
who have not received their First Communion or been confirmed.

Anointing of the Sick
Anointing of the Sick (previously referred to as “Last Rites”) is not restricted
to those who are near death. This sacrament is best received when a person is
conscious and able to participate and
should not be delayed. Anyone seriously
ill, anticipating surgery or weakened due
to illness or advanced age, homebound
or in a nursing home is encouraged to
receive this sacrament.
On the second Saturday of the month
after the vigil Mass, individuals who are
in need of this sacrament may be
anointed.

Ministry of Care
Please inform us if you or someone in
your family is ill at home or in the hospital. Also let us know if a loved one is
in a nursing facility.
Parishioners who are sick or homebound may receive the sacrament of the
sick or Holy Communion.

Soldier’s Home Eagle Scout Project
Our parishioner, Andrew Holbrook is working on obtaining
his Eagle Scout Award and is collecting items for the Veterans at the Soldiers Home:
Stress balls
Travel neck pillows
Diabetic socks and test strips
Large view digital alarm clocks
Baby wash
Soft hand soap
Plastic cups with caps and straws
Blankets
All occasion cards
Coloring books with supplies
There is a box located in the vestibule of the church. If you
can donate in anyway, it would be deeply appreciated! If you
have any questions e-mail aholbrook41@gmail.com.

Fr. Stanley’s Contact Information
Fr. Stanley Sobiech, OFM Conv.
St. Hyacinth Friary
110 Cyman Dr.
Chicopee, MA 01013
Phone Number: 557-6930 x 130

Blood Drive
Sacred Heart Parish
1061 Springfield St., Feeding Hills
Saturday, July 27 from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm
One donation saves 3 adults or up to 5 infants
Each donation receives a thank you of a FREE BIG E
TICKET and remember that the donations made through
Baystate Health stays in Western Massachusetts! Please
call our Pastoral Minister Deb at 786.8200 ext 3 to make
your appointment to save a life or with any questions.
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Mass Intentions
4:00 pm

Saturday, July 20
+Dotty Hoskey
From: Lee McGarrigle

Sunday, July 21
Sixteenth Sunday In Ordinary Time
7:00 am Deceased Members of Polish Women’s
Alliance 287
8:15 am +Wanda Dziadek
From: Danuta Stec
10:30 am +Max Skypeck & Max Stawasz
From: Family
5:00 pm +Roger Blackmer
From: Wife, Dorothea McNeil & Children

8:30 am

8:30 am

8:30 am

8:30 am

8:30 am

8:30 am
4:00 pm

Monday, July 22
St. Mary Magdalene
+Mary Drohan
From: Janet Moynihan
Tuesday, July 23
St. Bridget
+James Call
From: Sister
Wednesday, July 24
St. Sharbel Makhluf
All Souls In Purgatory

SCRIPTURE READINGS
21 SUNDAY Gn 18:1-10a/Col 1:24-28/Lk 10:3842
22 Monday Sg 3:1-4b or Cor 5:14-17/Jn 20:1-2,
11-18
23 Tuesday Ex 14:21—15:1/Mt 12:46-50
24 Wednesday Ex 16:1-5, 9-15/Mt 13:1-9
25 Thursday 2 Cor 4:7-15/Mt 20:20-28
26 Friday
Ex 20:1-17/Mt 13:18-23
27 Saturday Ex 24:3-8/Mt 13:24-30
28 SUNDAY Gn 18:20-32/Col 2:12-14/Lk 11:113
Adult Faith Formation Committee
We are in the process of forming an Adult Faith Formation Committee as part of our Parish Priority Plan.
This committee would be responsible for planning and
organizing the Adult Faith Formation events that take
place during the year, e.g. bible study, speakers, DVD
presentations. Being on this committee will not entail
frequent meetings but it will require a commitment to
build on the events that currently take place for Adult
Faith Formation. If you are interested, please see Fr.
Albert or call the parish office.

Thursday, July 25
St. James, Apostle
+Wanda Dziadek
From: Stasia Pyrek
Friday, July 26
Sts. Joachim & Anne
+Howard Bernier
From: Family
Saturday, July 27
+Wanda Dziadek
From: Joe & Regina Klundt
First Birthday Blessings for Vici Guidi
From: Skal & Marcia Guidi & Family

Sunday, July 28
Seventeenth Sunday In Ordinary Time
7:00 am +Adele Kisiel (10th Anniversary)
From: Daughter & Family
8:15 am +Wanda Dziadek
From: Stan & Zofia Lewandowski
10:30 am +Dorothy Hoskey
From: Glen & Barbara Gagnon
5:00 pm +Cecelia Blunt

Eucharistic Adoration
“Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament consoles a
soul far beyond what the world can offer.”
St. Alphonsus Ligouri
Eucharistic Adoration takes place every Friday
from 9 am – 6 pm in the side chapel. Please
use the center, front doors to enter the church.

Habitat for Humanity
I am the volunteer coordinator at Greater Springfield
Habitat for Humanity and I want to let you know about
volunteer opportunities you might enjoy. We are currently building houses in Springfield and Holyoke and
are looking for volunteers to help out on the construction site, as well as in our ReStore in Westfield, working on special projects.
Volunteers make it possible to accomplish our mission
of building strength, stability and self-reliance through
shelter, which we do in partnership with individuals
and community groups, along-side our future homeowner families.
Individuals are invited to do a single day or multiple
days, and no experience is necessary! It’s a great experience for the skilled and the novice; for team building, learning new skills and serving the community.
Please consider joining our crew of very special volunteers. Parishioners can sign up by calling 739-5503 or
online at:
www.habitatspringfield.org/volunteer
Mary Olmsted
Volunteer Services Coordinator
Greater Springfield Habitat for Humanity

Divine Mercy
Blessed Sacrament Parish
1945 Northampton Street
We invite you to come and bring your family
and share in the love and mercy of Jesus by
joining us at the Chaplet of Divine Mercy every
2nd Sunday of the month at 3:00 pm in the
church.

Offertory Collection
July 14

First Collection:
177 Envelope Users:
Loose Money:
14 Envelopes Mailed:
TOTAL:
Milk Money:
Church In Eastern Europe:

$4,737.00
$407.00
$928.00
$6,072.00
$46.55
$1,043.00

We are grateful for your support!

$5K Pay Day
Grand prize is $5,000

Calling All Crafters
Blessed Sacrament Fall Festival
Monday, October 14 ~ Columbus Day
9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Blessed Sacrament, Holyoke Church Grounds
The (non-refundable) fee is $35.00 before
September 1, $40.00 after September 1
Includes 10' X 10' space, 6ft table and a chair
A donation of one craft item
(value of at least $20) is also required.
For more information, call Toby at 427-0452 or
email: tkdowling21@gmail.com
Registration forms can be found online by
clicking on the 'Fall Festival' tab at:
www.blessedsacramentholyoke.org
Spaces are limited so register soon!

39th Annual Polish-American Festival
Immaculate Conception Church
25 Parker St., Indian Orchard
Saturday, July 20 from Noon - 11:00 pm
Sunday, July 21 from Noon - 10:00 pm
Festival will be held Rain or Shine
Free admission and parking
Dennis Polisky & The Maestro's Men
on Saturday from 6:00 - 11:00 pm
Mark VI on Sunday from Noon - 4:00 pm
Ekstaza Band from 5:00 - 9:00 pm
Pierogi, Golabki, Kapusta, Kielbasa
Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Pepper Steaks,
Baked Goods, French Fries,
Wine and beer featuring Ziwiec Beer
will be available for purchase
There will be games, basket,
lottery wreath raffle and money wheel.
All are welcome!

You Too Are Called To Be Saints
Our Lady of the Valley Parish, Easthampton
Friday, July 26 from 6:30-7:30 pm
Married Saints Who Teach Us How
Marriage Can Lead to Holiness
Adoration, Rosary & Fellowship
Led by Rev. Mr. Valentine Nworah

Additional prizes of $500, $500, $250 and $250
Drawing night will be Friday, July 26
6:30 - 8:30 pm
Pope John St. Paul II Social Center
Featuring a catered hot buffet and cash bar
Each $100 donation invites you
and one guest to the party.
Tickets are $100 and may be purchased today
after Mass or by calling the parish office.

This Week at Our Lady of the Cross
July
July
July
July

23:
26:
27:
28:

6:30 pm Leadership Team Meeting
6:30 pm 5K Pay Day Dinner
2:00 pm Wedding
Take & Eat Ministry

With Heartfelt Thanks
The following individuals made donations to Our Lady of
the Cross renovation fund in memory of +Delfa Magri:
Paul & Maryann Barabani
Linda Mitchell
Ken Thompson
Wealth CMT
The contributions totaled: $350.00
We are grateful to the donors for their generosity and also
to the Magri family for suggesting that memorial donations be made to our parish.

