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Pastor

Our Lady of the Cross Parish, Holyoke, Massachusetts

PARISH STAFF

A Welcoming Parish
Growing Together in Faith
Sharing the Message of Christ

Fr. Albert Scherer, OFM Conv.
pastor@ourladyofthecross.com

Parochial Vicar
Fr. Adam Ziolkowski, OFM Conv.

Secretary
Linnea Williamson
parish@ourladyofthecross.com

Parish Office Address
15 Maple St.
Holyoke, MA 01040

Bookkeeper

Phone Number

(413) 532-5661

Bob Grzelak
bookkeeper@ourladyofthecross.com

Fax Line

Director of Religious Education
Dorothea MacNeil
dre@ourladyofthecross.com
(413) 244-6546

Director of Music
Robin Sheehan
rbn4shhn@yahoo.com
(413) 355-2164

Mass Schedule
Monday - Saturday: 8:30 am
Saturday: 4:00 pm
Sunday: 7:00 am,
8:15 am (Polish), 10:30 am,
5:00 pm

Confessions

(413) 532-7889

Website
www.ourladyofthecross.com
Summer Office Hours
Monday - Thursday
8:00 am - 1:30 pm

Monday - Saturday: 8:00 am
Saturday: 3:15 pm

Devotions
Monday – Saturday:
7:50 am - Divine Mercy Chaplet
8:05 am - Rosary

Eucharistic Adoration
Friday 9:00 am - 6:00 pm

Mater Dolorosa Cemetery
Bob Koske
Theresa Szumski
(413) 532-7889

Mater Dolorosa School
Maureen Donelan
Principal
Bonnie Brainard
School Secretary
(413) 532-2831

Maintenance
Robert Maziarz

Parish Child Advocate
Marybeth Kass
mairzi14@gmail.com
(413) 313-6118
To report abuse in the Diocese of Springfield
contact: Office of Child & Youth Protection at
452-0624 or the confidential, toll free number
at 800-842-9055.

FRIARY

23 Sycamore St.
(413) 536-8832
Br. Frank Grimaldi, OFM Conv.
Fr. Adam Ziolkowski, OFM Conv.
Ext. 212
Fr. Albert Scherer, OFM Conv.
Ext. 207
Fr. Jack Leszczynski, OFM Conv.
Ext. 201

September 14 & 15
Lector
4:00
Elaine Pluta
7:00

Beth Szymonik

10:30

Jason George

5:00

Tina Grass

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion
Janice Lepine, Rosalie Pratt,
Jane Shephard, Pauline Bacon (Choir)
Terry Keeler, James Brunault,
Muriel Gubala, Dorothy Skibel
Joyce Belanger, Glen Gagnon, Ed Cote,
Anne Cote, Bob Forest (Choir)
Dan O’Driscoll

Altar Servers
4:00
Anastasia & Marina Fedora, Malachi Williamson
7:00
Emma & Cooper Skibel
10:30 Elizabeth Winberg, Jacqueline Jourdain
5:00
Need Volunteers

Accepting Donations
The Fall Festival is just around the corner!
We are now accepting donations of:
Wine / Liquor / Cases of Beer
Lottery Scratch Tickets
Gift Cards ($5.00 value or higher)
Homemade Canned Goods (jams, pickles, etc.)
Please drop off your donations at the parish office.
Thank you for supporting our festival!

MUSIC FOR WEEKEND MASSES

Songs for 4:00 pm & 10:30 am Masses Only
Processional:
Offertory:
Communion:
Recessional:

436
429
541
422

All Are Welcome
Tis A Gift To Be Simple
The Cry Of The Poor
Let There Be Peace On Earth

September 8, 2019
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Dear Good People of Our Lady of the Cross,
Necessary Preparation: I just returned from Mater Dolorosa School (Wednesday morning)
and I participated in a “Lock Down Drill” conducted by the Holyoke Police Department.
These periodic drills are necessary just in case the school ever had to deal with a serious
emergency. As I watched officers conduct the drill, I must admit that I felt a sense of anxiety and fear. It is so sad that we need to have such drills in our schools but this is the
world we live in. When I was growing up the only thing we had to deal with were fire drills and we didn’t
mind having to evacuate the building. In a “Lock Down,” the students remain in their classroom, the blinds
are lowered and the lights turned off. Once it is determined that no one is in the corridor, the doors to the
rooms are locked. During the drill, no one is allowed to leave the classroom until a police officer unlocks the
door and enters. I am grateful to the Holyoke Police Department for their efforts in making sure that our
students and faculty are prepared for any type of emergency.
Congratulations: I would like to take this opportunity to express my congratulations to our parishioner
Andrew Holbrook who recently attained the rank of Eagle Scout. Andrew, we are very proud of you! I also
want to thank all those parishioners who helped Andrew with his Eagle Scout project by contributing items
for the residents at the Soldiers Home. I am extremely grateful that you helped Andrew (and the residents)
with your generous support!
Today’s The Day: Our Parish Picnic/Block Party is taking place Sunday in front of the church. In addition
to our parishioners, we also invited our local neighbors to join us for this event. We hope that you make it a
point to attend this event. Even if you did not sign-up, you are still most welcome to attend!
Wine & Cheese: As you know, once a month we have a Coffee Hour on Sunday after all the morning
Masses, which is a great way for parishioners to socialize with one another. Last year we held our first Wine
& Cheese Hour after the 4:00 pm Mass on Saturday. The Leadership Team will be holding another Wine &
Cheese Hour next Saturday. We hope you will join us!
Crossroads: By now every registered parishioner should have received a copy of the latest edition of our
newsletter in the mail. If you did not receive one or if you would like a copy for a friend or neighbor, extra
copies are available near the doors of the church. I would like to express my thanks to our editorial staff,
Jeff & Mary Brazeau and Donna St. Laurent for their efforts in producing another great edition of Crossroads.
Something New: You may remember that last year we created a Parish Priority Plan and the Leadership
Team has been actively working to accomplish the goals that we established. One of the stated goals was to
have at least one “Name Tag Sunday.” Even though the merger of Mater Dolorosa and Holy Cross parishes
took place eight years ago, many parishioners still do not know the names of fellow parishioners. We may
see the same faces week after week when we come for Mass, but perhaps we do not know the names of
these individuals. In order to help us to get to know each other a little bit more, next weekend when you
come to Mass you will be given a name tag to wear. We ask that you print your first & last name on the
name tag and wear it during Mass ~ and hopefully after Mass if you attend the Wine & Cheese or Coffee
Hour.
Follow-Up Report: You will recall that Bishop Mitchell Rozanski visited our parish back in May, along with
members of his staff. For those who are interested, copies of his follow-up report are available near the
doors of the church.
Peace,
FR. ALBERT

FAMILY LITURGY
Our first Mass will be September 15 at 10:30 am
All children & youth are welcome to join the choir. Our first rehearsal will be Thursday, September 12 at Our Lady of the
Cross Church from 6:15 - 7:00 pm. For more information see or
email Robin Sheehan at rbnshhn@yahoo.com

COMING SOON…
Pre-K Cherub Choir: Please follow the bulletin for more details.

Psalm 100:1-2
Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, serve the lord with gladness!
Come into his presence with singing!

Quotable Quotes
“If we truly believe this is the Church
that Jesus Christ founded,
we should feel empowered and energetic and be excited to evangelize.”
~ Devin Jones of the Catholic
Ethnic Ministries office
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Our Lady of the Cross Parish, Holyoke, Massachusetts

Celebrate the Feast for the Exaltation of the
Cross with a Unique Meditative Walk to Calvary
Eight rare Relics of the Passion, with a unique
musical and meditative program focused on
the Passion of Christ, will be presented at Our
Lady of the Cross on:
Wednesday, September 18 at 6:30 pm
The program, entitled “Call from the Crucified
Heart”, is a one-hour presentation of The Passion that couples holy relics with supporting
meditations and musical pieces that serve as
a guide to help you accompany Jesus through
His suffering during the Passion. Also included is a perspective on Mary’s suffering as
she accompanied her Son to Calvary. The program ends with an opportunity for personal
veneration of the relics.
The Apostolate for Holy Relics, guardians for these relics, is currently engaged in a program tour that has covered as many as 15 states thus far in
2019. Having the opportunity to join in this program while they are here, for
an exclusive presentation in the Diocese of Springfield, is sure to be an experience that will help you connect with the very roots of your faith.
It’s very rare to see a group of related holy relics all in one place as is presented in this program. Collections such as this are generally seen only in
Rome or the Holy Land and is something that most people only get to see
once in a lifetime.
The Relics of the Passion collection includes:
• A piece of the True Cross which was discovered by St. Helena
• A piece of the Holy Table from the room where the Last Supper took place
• A piece of the Column of Flagellation
• A piece of The Crown of Thorns
• A replica of the Holy Nail, fashioned using filings from the true nails
• A relic (bone) of St. Longinus, the centurion who pierced the side of Christ
• A picture of (the effigy of) the Veil of Veronica touched to the original with a
Vatican seal attesting to the fact.
• A piece of the exterior wrapping for the Shroud of Turin
PLEASE JOIN US!

September 8, 2019

Mass Intentions
4:00 pm

Saturday, September 7
+Edward Jablonski
From: Ed & Terry

Sunday, September 8
Twenty-Third Sunday In Ordinary Time
7:00 am Deceased Members of the Polish Women's
Alliance Group 141
8:15 am +Leokadia Makuia
From: Sister & Legowski Family
10:30 am 90th Birthday Blessings for
Adolfine Nowak
From: Family
5:00 pm For the Parish

8:30 am

Monday, September 9
St. Peter Claver
+Frank Stec
From: Wife & Children Alicja & Mark

8:30 am

Tuesday, September 10
+Betty Kazalski & Son, Joseph
From: Joe Kazalski

8:30 am

Wednesday, September 11
+Adele Szot
From: Family

8:30 am

8:30 am

8:30 am
4:00 pm

Thursday, September 12
The Most Holy Name of Mary
Intentions of Steve Tracy
Friday, September 13
St. John Chrysostom
+Bee Szalkucki
From: Family
Saturday, September 14
The Exaltation of the Holy Cross
+Martin Keane ( 35th Anniversary)
From: Family
+John Curtin
From: Family

Sunday, September 15
Twenty-Fourth Sunday In Ordinary Time
7:00 am +Kenneth Jarry
8:15 am +Wanda Dziadek
From: Stasia Pyrek
10:30 am +Jeremiah Millane
From: Fran Millane & Family
5:00 pm +Karen Walsh
From: Brian & Hildi Bowen

RCIA
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
Are you interested in learning more about the
Catholic Church? Were you baptized but never
received your First Communion or Confirmation? Do you know someone who would live to
become a Catholic? RCIA, the Rite of Christian
Initiation for Adults, will begin in the Fall. For
more information, please call the parish office.
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SCRIPTURE READINGS
8

SUNDAY

9
10
11
12
13
14
15

Wis 9:13-18b/Phlm 9-10, 12-17/Lk
14:25-33
Monday
Col 1:24—2:3/Lk 6:6-11
Tuesday Col 2:6-15/Lk 6:12-19
Wednesday Col 3:1-11/Lk 6:20-26
Thursday Col 3:12-17/Lk 6:27-38
Friday
1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14/Lk 6:39-42
Saturday Nm 21:4b-9/Phil 2:6-11/Jn 3:13-17
SUNDAY Ex 32:7-11, 13-14/1 Tm 1:12-17/Lk
15:1-32 or 15:1-10

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Our Children’s Liturgy of the Word will resume on September 22 and takes place every Sunday at the 10:30
a.m. Mass. After the opening prayer, children are invited by the priest to come forward and then process to
the choir room. There they will listen to the Scripture
readings and pray together. Shortly after the offertory
collection has been taken, the children return to the
church to be with their families. This format makes it
easier for the children to understand God’s word and
allows them the opportunity to participate in a greater
way. Parents, please feel free to escort your child
into the choir room if that would make them feel
more comfortable.

APOLOGETICS
CAN YOU DEFEND THE CATHOLIC FAITH
EFFECTIVELY?
COME TO THE APOLOGETICS COURSE
AND BECOME AN EXPERT!
Our Lady of the Cross Parish Hall
Thursdays: September 12 - October 17
7:00-9:00 pm
Presenter: Dan O’Driscoll
Today, more than ever, Catholics need to be able to explain and defend the Catholic faith. The world is struggling spiritually like it seldom has before and we, as
Catholics, have the answer. The answer, of course, is
Jesus Christ! No matter what the spiritual and moral
problems we face in our world, the Church founded by
Jesus Christ has the answer. And we, as Catholics,
must know our faith well enough to defend it as well as
to be able to explain it to others. Understanding Catholic apologetics will allow us to do just that.
Catholic apologetics is the defense and explanation of
the teachings, beliefs, and practices of the Catholic
Church. Its goal is to remove objections, shed light on
difficult or misunderstood matters, and ultimately help
win minds and souls for Jesus Christ. Apologetics is
the activity of helping people answer the question:
"Why should I be Catholic?" It does so by engaging the
mind to reach the heart. For more information or to
register, please call the parish office.

Offertory Collection
September 1

Wine & Cheese
Next Saturday after the 4:00 pm Mass, we will
have a Wine & Cheese Hour in front of the
church. This will give parishioners who normally attend Mass on Saturday afternoon the
opportunity to socialize with their fellow parishioners. Water and juice will also be available. We hope you will join us!

Coffee, Donuts & Fellowship
Our monthly Coffee Hour returns next Sunday
after each morning Mass! This is a wonderful
opportunity to socialize with parishioners and
begin new friendships. There is no charge but
a free will offering will be gladly accepted to
help defray the cost of the donuts. Hope to see
you there!

Parish Picnic/Block Party
Sunday, September 8
1:00 – 3:00 pm
This picnic is for parishioners & our
neighbors in the area.
To be held in front of the church
Hamburgers & hot dogs will be provided.
This event is free and we hope you will join us!

Come to the Table of Plenty
Feed Your Soul at Noontime
Are you in the downtown Springfield area at
noontime?
Take advantage of the
St. Francis of Assisi Chapel for Mass
254 Bridge Street
Masses are celebrated
Tuesdays - Fridays at 12:05 pm
If you are looking for a little peace in the
midst of a busy day, try spending time
with God and receive the Eucharist.
You can feed your soul as well
as your stomach on your lunch hour!
Hope you can join us!

First Collection:
170 Envelope Users:
Loose Money:
9 Envelopes Mailed:
TOTAL:
Milk Money:

$4,650.00
$352.10
$605.00
$5,607.10
$54.76

We are grateful for your support!

Diocesan Lay Ministry Formation Courses
For Certification ~ Fall 2019
Course and practicum site:
Immaculate Heart of Mary
256 State St., Granby
Instructor: Kathryn Buckley-Brawner
Course for New & Renewal Readers
Thursdays:
September 19 & 26 from 6:00 - 8:00 pm
(Both sessions required for certification)
To register for recertification or to become a Reader
(Lector), please call the parish office at 532-5661 or
email parish@ourladyofthecross.com.

The Greater Holoke Deanery Mission
“Get the Real Story”

Mission Dates: September 30, October 1-2
Location: Blessed Sacrament Parish
Time: 7:00 - 8:00 pm with music at 6:30 pm
Speaker: September 30 ~ Ray & Maureen Hershel
Music by Blessed Sacrament & Mater Dolorosa School
Speaker: October 1~ Eileen Curran
Music by Holyoke High School Madrigal Singers
Speaker: October 2: Nick & Jeanne Morganelli
Music by Robin Sheehan

Fall Festival Pierogi Making
It’s that time again! It won’t be long before we are serving our delicious pierogi at the Fall Festival. We need
YOUR help making the pierogi on the following days:
Tuesday,
September 24 ~ 8 am
Wednesday, September 25 ~ 8 am
Thursday, September 26 ~ 8 am
If you are able to help on any of these days, please call Charlotte at 636 – 6872. If you need to arrive
later than 8:00 am, that is fine! No experience is necessary! We will teach you everything that you need to
know. Thank you very much for your willingness to help your parish!

SACRAMENTS
Baptisms

Our Lady of the Cross is forming its first ever Youth Ministry.
Any child who is in grades 5-8 is able to join. The youth ministry will feature: prayer, dinners, open gym nights where children can freely play kickball, basketball, dodge ball, board
games and do other fun activities, movie nights, hayrides &
smores, bowling and other fun activities. There is no cost to
join, however, every child who joins will need a parent to chaperone one of the events. Siblings are welcome of families who
chaperone. For more information or to sign up, please call Linnea at 532-5661 or email parish@ourladyofthecross.com.
Our first gym night & dinner will be September 20 from 5:30 8:30 pm. We hope to see your child or grandchild there!

Baptisms are normally celebrated the
last Sunday of the month at 11:30 am.
New parents and godparents need to
attend a Baptism preparation class on
the second Thursday of the month at
6:30 pm. Please call the parish office to
register.

Sponsor Policy
Godparents/sponsors must be at least
16 years old, confirmed and actively
participating in their Catholic faith
through weekly attendance at Mass and
following the teachings of the Church. If
you require a sponsor certificate, you
must be a registered parishioner.

Reconciliation (Confession)
Daily: 8:00 am, Saturday 3:15 pm
Or anytime by appointment

Cash Calendar Winners

Matrimony
Please call the parish office at least one
year prior to the wedding date.

RCIA
September
September
September
September
September

1:
2:
3:
4:
5:

Elaine Pluta
Mary Ann Makara
Lauren Picard
Maureen Donelan
Anthony Zebrowski

$75
$50
$50
$50
$50

Congratulations to the lucky winners!
We sold 630 calendars.
Thanks to all those who purchased calendars!

This Week at Our Lady of the Cross
September 8:
September 9:
September 10:
September 12:
September 13:
September 14:
September 15:

1:00 - 3:00 pm Picnic/Block Party
2:30 pm UNITAS Meeting
6:00 pm Grs. 7-11 Religious Ed Classes
4:15 pm Grs. K - 6 Religious Ed Classes
6:30 pm Parish Council Meeting
6:30 pm Finance Council Meeting
6:15 pm Youth Choir Rehearsal
7:00 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal
7:00 pm Apologetics Series
5:30 pm Wedding Rehearsal
2:00 pm Wedding
5:00 pm Anointing of the Sick
5:00 pm Wine & Cheese After Mass
Coffee & Donuts After Masses
10:30 am Family Liturgy

(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)

The RCIA is for anyone interested in becoming a Catholic and also for Catholics
who have not received their First Communion or been confirmed.

Anointing of the Sick
Anointing of the Sick (previously referred to as “Last Rites”) is not restricted
to those who are near death. This sacrament is best received when a person is
conscious and able to participate and
should not be delayed. Anyone seriously
ill, anticipating surgery or weakened due
to illness or advanced age, homebound
or in a nursing home is encouraged to
receive this sacrament.
On the second Saturday of the month
after the vigil Mass, individuals who are
in need of this sacrament may be
anointed.

Ministry of Care
Please inform us if you or someone in
your family is ill at home or in the hospital. Also let us know if a loved one is
in a nursing facility.
Parishioners who are sick or homebound may receive the sacrament of the
sick or Holy Communion.

