






Stewardship of Treasure 

 

Offertory Collection for January 17 
 

     First Collection:        
        240 Envelope Users:        $4,397.00 
       Loose Money:           $539.00 
      13 Envelopes Mailed:         $1,031.00 
      TOTAL:                $5,428.00 

                     Milk Money:                     $98.00 
 

Thank you for your generosity!  

     This Week at Our Lady of the Cross  
January 24: 7:15 am Choir Warm - Up 
          8:15 am Choir Rehearsal  
          10:00 am Choir Warm - Up 
          Take & Eat Ministry 
January 25: 6:00 pm Confirmation Class 
January 28: 7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal 
January 29: 6:00 - 8:30 pm  School Dance 
January 30: 8:30 am Religious Education Classes 
          10:00 am First Reconciliation 
          3:30 pm Choir Warm - Up 
January 31: 7:15 am Choir Warm - Up 
          8:15 am Choir Rehearsal  
          10:00 am Choir Warm - Up 

You’re invited!!  
PRE-K thru 8th Grade Students & Parents 

Mater Dolorosa School will host an Open House on 
Sunday, January 31st from 12:00 noon to 1:30 
pm. Mater Dolorosa School is a Roman Catholic 
school with a diverse, inclusive faculty and student 
body. Guided by the teachings of Jesus Christ, it 
consistently strives to develop all students to 
achieve: academic excellence, positive character at-
tributes, spiritual growth and service to others.  

 

Our secure, self-contained campus continually chal-
lenges students through broad curriculum offerings. 
Classroom instruction is enhanced by the use of 
Smart Boards in every class, Microsoft Office and 
instruction including coding skills via the technol-
ogy/computer lab. Apple IPads are available for 
classroom extension projects and a new foreign lan-
guage lab complete with Chromebooks are in place. 
Students also develop their talents through weekly 
music, art and physical education instruction on a 
single campus footprint that includes an in-house 
cafeteria, school library and adjoining school gym-
nasium. 

 

We have a most competitive tuition rate among area 
private schools and offer need based financial aid 
options. We extend exclusively to school enrolled 
families the eligibility of a tuition referral enrollment 
deduction. 

 

Mater Dolorosa School accepts those interested or 
transferring from public, private or home schooling. 
If you, like many parents, value education and your 
child's personal development, please register for the 
open house or for more information contact our 
Principal, Mrs. Linda Rex at 413-532-2821 or visit 
www.materdolorosaschool.org 

 

MD CYO Game Times 
 

1/30/16  -  9:00 to 11:00 AM 
1/31/16  -  11:00 to 4:00 PM 

LIVING AS THE BODY OF CHRIST 
 Some of Saint Paul’s best known and most be-
loved imagery is contained in the passages from 
First Corinthians that we have heard last week and 
this week: the many gifts granted by the one same 
Spirit and the many members making up the one 
Body of Christ. Few passages from sacred scripture 
more accurately sum up how Christian vocations 
work together. 
 Unlike some of Paul’s other writings, which are 
a product of the social and religious conventions of 
his time, these enable us to look at our own lives 
and the lives of those around us to discern what 
gifts, what vocations the Holy Spirit has given for 
the good of all. We can likewise know the joys and 
sorrows of the other members of the Body and share 
in them for the strengthening of the whole Body of 
Christ. 
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Christmas Collection Update 
As of today, we received $9,006.00 in the Christ-
mas collection. This is in comparison to last year’s 
collection of $10,398.00 

Installing the New CYO Scoreboard 

Parish Passion Play 
Our parish is planning to present Dallas Holmes 
Musical “His Last Days” The Passion Play. James 
Perkins has agreed to be the director. Meetings and 
rehearsals will be held in the church beginning on 
Tuesday January 26 at 6:30 pm All are welcome: 
men, women, teens & children. For more informa-
tion call Harold at 534-1596 



EWTN Television Schedule 
The EWTN Network Highlights for January – March 
are now available in the church vestibule. 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 As Roman Catholics, our marriage practices 
have their pedigree in ancient Rome. One of the ma-
jor players in shaping our practices was the warfare 
involved in building an empire. Soldiers vanished 
and sometimes never returned. Women began to 
manage their lives and to make decisions. The old 
family values were replaced by patriotic ones, and 
religion was more attuned to the gore and glory of 
battle, a religion of the state, not of the family. Wed-
dings were still family celebrations, but had a public 
face. The bride wore a white toga and a red veil and 
walked to her new home. There, she and her hus-
band joined their right hands and gave consent to 
each other, not relying on her father to give consent 
for her. Religion was optional: a pagan priest might 
be invited or not, and even without the ceremony, 
society agreed by common law that a year of living 
together equaled marriage consent. By the same 
token, marriage by consent also meant divorce was 
on the same legal footing, and did not require the 
courts or civil declarations. This is the world-view 
the first Christians inherited, and it was up to them 
to determine what was good and to hold marriage 
up to the light of the gospel. 
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Mohegan Sun Bus Trip 
Thursday, February 4 

Departs from Mater Dolorosa Church parking lot 
 at 9:30 am and will return at 6:30 pm 

Cost is $30.00 per person  
and you receive the following: 

$15.00 voucher for food 
$20.00 voucher to be used  

on the wheels or certain tables. 
If you are interested in joining, please email 
 jwillemain@ourladyofthecrossparish.com 
Or contact the parish office at 532-5661. 
Only 14 seats available, so sign up soon! 

Thank you from Providence Ministry 
Dear Our Lady of the Cross Parishioners, 

 

Christmas was a time for remembering, a time for 
sharing the goodness of your heart with others, and 
a time for expressing with words and gifts what 
someone means to you. I’d like to take this oppor-
tunity and express my personal thanks to you for 
your generosity to the ministries and for your 
weekly donation of milk to Kate’s Kitchen and Mar-
garet’s Pantry and assorted grocery items. 
 

A month ago we received a call from someone who 
used to come to our Broderick House family shelter 
to help the staff decorate for Christmas. I’ll call her 
Betty. She told us how much she enjoyed the event, 
and she appreciated all we did for the families liv-
ing in the shelter. However, now she is the one 
needing assistance. Her circumstances have since 
changed, and she is in need of emergency food from 
Margaret’s Pantry. She was embarrassed to ask for 
help, but felt comfortable coming to us, knowing 
that she would not be judged and she’d be treated 
with dignity and respect. 
 

As you can imagine, the winter months can be a 
harsh time for our homeless and hungry friends 
and neighbors, like Betty. Our mission, through 
our many programs, was to make the Christmas 
holiday a bit brighter for those most in need. 
 

Please be assured that not only will we continue to 
feed the 185+ per day at Kate’s Kitchen, or 850 + 
per month via Margaret’s Pantry, and house 75+ 
individuals through our permanent/transitional 
housing sites, but we also distributed gifts to over 
400 neighborhood children during the week of 
Christmas.  

 

This was all accomplished with your help. For with-
out you, we would not have been able to offer that 
emergency food to Betty.  
 

Thank you so much for sharing your abundance 
with us and those we serve. May the light of love 
shine upon you, and may your life be filled with 
many blessings. 
 

Karen Blanchard 
Executive Director of Providence Ministries 

Sauce and Other Goodies for Sale 
The Franciscan Missionary Sisters of Assisi Sisters 
will be selling food on Thursday, February 4, at 
there home at 1039 Northampton St. 
Come anytime between 10:00 am - 4:00 pm and 
support the sisters by purchasing: 

Homemade Sauce  
Homemade Meatballs 

Homemade Turkey Pot Pie and Shepherd's Pie 
Everything is delicious!!!  

For more information call 532-8156. 


